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franz ferdinand's marriage
One of the most fateful influences on the Archduke's
life was his marriage. In the early 'nineties it was rumored
at Vienna that he was paying attention to the Archduchess
Marie Christine, eldest daughter of the Archduke Frederick
and the Archduchess Isabella. He paid such frequent visits
to them in Pressburg, sometimes twice a week, that the
parents began to flatter themselves that their daughter
would one day be Empress. But in reality Franz Ferdi-
nand had fallen deeply in love with one of the ladies-in-
waiting in their household—Countess Sophie Chotek. She
was a handsome, proud, tall woman with flashing eyes and
an eager step. She belonged to an ancient but impoverished
Czech family. For nearly a year their love ran on in secret
and unsuspected. When absent from one another they
exchanged letters weekly through one of the Archduke's
trusted officers. But then came a catastrophe. After a
tennis party at Pressburg Franz Ferdinand changed his
clothes, but forgot his watch, A servant brought it to the
Archduchess Isabella. She opened the locket, expecting
perhaps to find a photograph of her daughter—and found
instead that of her lady-in-waiting. One can imagine the
feelings of a disappointed mother! Countess Sophie was
instantly dismissed in disgrace and had to leave the house
that very night.37
The tongues of the gossips at the Austrian capital be-
gan to wag vigorously. But Franz Ferdinand, with his
usual determination and obstinacy, declared that he would
marry her. All his Hapsburg relatives objected. She was
not a princess and did not belong to a ruling family. She
was only a countess and therefore debarred from an "eligi-
ble" (ebenburtige) marriage with an Archduke. To the old
Emperor, Francis Joseph, the announcement of his neph-
37 Nikitsch-Boulles. p. 26 ff.

